DEMAND FOR TECH NATION GLOBAL TALENT VISA SOARS
The Tech Nation Global Talent Visa reaches a milestone of 4,000 applications
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Demand for the Global Talent Visa has increased by 28% between April’19 – March’20
(pre-pandemic) and April’20 – March’21.
The number of applications for the visa has hit a milestone of 4,000 since 2014 – with a third
(35%) of these coming through in the last 12 months.
Over a third (39%) of all endorsed visa applicants have based themselves outside London.
The number of endorsed applications from founders has grown by 73% on average every year
since 2018.
Cybersecurity, fintech and healthtech have experienced the highest increase in the number of
applications since 2018.

Tuesday, 31st August 2021: Tech Nation, the UK’s scaleup experts, reveals new data on the Tech Nation
Global Talent Visa, providing insights into the global talent pool working in the UK’s digital technology
sector.
Tech Nation has been designated by the Home Office to endorse applications for the Global Talent Visa
since 2014, enabling the best and brightest talent from around the world to come and work in the UK’s
digital technology sector. The Tech Nation Global Talent Visa has received over 4,000 applications from
102 countries – with a third (35%) of these coming through in the last 12 months (July’20 - August’21)
and 58% through in the last 24 months (July’19 - August’21).
Despite the Covid-19 pandemic, repeated lockdowns, and travel restrictions in the last 18 months, the
UK is still a magnet for global talent – with a 28% increase in applications from the period of April’19 March’20, pre-pandemic, to April’20 - March’21.
This talent is helping to drive the growth of tech across the UK, and over a third (39%) of visa applicants
endorsed by Tech Nation decide to base themselves outside London - including Edinburgh, Newcastle,
Cambridge, Oxford, Leeds, and Manchester.
Surge in founder applicants
The Global Talent Visa is open to both highly skilled tech employees and tech founders. The number of
founders applying for the Visa scheme has grown by 74% on average every year since 2018, with over
600 tech founders now having been endorsed by Tech Nation. Founders bring new ideas, drive capital
creation, and create employment opportunities within the UK tech sector. This is reflected in recent data
released by Tech Nation analysing the UK’s decacorns (tech companies with valuations at $10bn and
above) - across the UK’s 7 newest decacorns (created in 2021), 6 founders are from outside of the UK,
hailing from Israel, Estonia, Portugal, Russia, Switzerland, and the US.

Strong growth in applications across key sectors
2021 has seen large increases in applicants across key sectors, with a 172% increase in the number of
endorsed applicants in cybersecurity since 2018, 75% increase in applicants with a fintech background,
and double (+117%) the number of applicants coming through with a healthtech background.
The visa scheme plays a key role in supporting skilled international tech talent to drive the growth of the
UK’s tech sector. Across all applicants, App & Software Development, AI and Machine Learning, and
Enterprise Software are the most common skills.
Gerard Grech, Founding CEO of Tech Nation, comments: “The UK is a global powerhouse for tech, not
only due to our world-class ideas and innovation, but our world-class talent too. Tech Nation’s Global
Talent Visa is just one of the many reasons the UK is such an attractive hub for ambitious and inspiring
tech entrepreneurs, and will help ensure the UK remains one of the best destinations to start and scale a
tech business in the months and years to come.”
Two founders who have used the visa are Gilbert Corrales who founded Newcastle-based Leaf, and Anita
Koimur who co-founded FinTech LiveFlow.
Gilbert Corrales, Founder and CEO of Leaf Grow, comments: “Being a Tech Nation Global Talent Visa
holder has helped to give me and my co-founders the time, space and access to the network required to
scale our business here in the UK. We have also benefited from the route to attract and retain some of
our key international talent as we grow."
Anita Koimur, COO and Co-founder of LiveFlow, comments: “Securing the Talent Visa allowed me to
continue living in the UK and empowered me to co-found a B2B SaaS company that was backed by Y
Combinator and Seedcamp. This opportunity has enabled me to move forward professionally so it's
something I am very grateful for.”
Further insight into the global talent contributing to the UK’s tech sector growth – the Tech Nation Visa
Report 2021 - is due to be released in September 2021. Watch the live launch event here.
END
Notes to the Editor
About the Tech Nation Visa
The Tech Nation Visa, officially known as the Global Talent Visa, enables the brightest and best tech talent from
around the world to come and work in the UK’s digital technology sector, contributing their cutting-edge expertise,
creativity and innovation to maintaining the UK’s position at the forefront of the global digital economy.

The Tech Nation Visa is for founders and employees with technical or business backgrounds, including all tech
sub-sectors like fintech, AI, cyber, and games. The visa is valid for up to 5 years, enabling you to work, change
employers, or be self-employed, without the need for further authorisation.
The Tech Nation Visa can be extended to your immediate family members and after the initial visa period you can
either apply for an extension or permanent settlement in the UK.
If you are a talented or promising individual and want to work in the UK’s digital technology sector, the Tech Nation
Visa is for you.
About Tech Nation’s ‘Start Here, Stay Here, Scale Here’ Report
Please find the link to Tech Nation’s ‘Start Here, Stay Here, Scale Here’ Report here. This report is a deep dive into
why the UK has become one of the best places to build and scale a tech company - for those in the UK and for
those overseas.
About Tech Nation
Tech Nation is the leading UK scaleup accelerator. Tech Nation fuels the growth of game-changing founders,
leaders, and scaling companies so they can positively transform societies and economies. We provide them with
the coaching, content, and community they need for their journey in designing the future. Tech Nation has years of
experience facilitating and helping UK tech companies scale, both at home and abroad. Over 30 cohorts and 900
companies have successfully graduated from Tech Nation’s growth programmes. Alumni include Skyscanner,
Darktrace, and Monzo, as well as 3 of the UK’s 7 new ‘decacorns’; Revolut, Wise, and Farfetch.

